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EDUCATION:

San Francisco State University (Current)
MA, Literature


2024


Sally Casanova Scholar
Columbia University Graduate School of the Arts

MFA, Creative Writing, Concentration in Fiction and Literary Translation


2013


Awarded a Department Fellowship

Columbia University School of General Studies

BA, English

Awarded a meritorious scholarship, Columbia Honors Society, summa cum laude


2010

BIOGRAPHY:

Saramanda Swigart is a Sally Casanova scholar at San Francisco State University who teaches English literature, rhetoric, and creative writing at City College of San Francisco. She has collaborated on an open-source rhetoric textbook, entitled How Arguments Work, published on LibreTexts in September 2021, and wrote a course outline for "Video Games as Literature," offered for the first time this year. For her graduate work she is investigating video games as relics of culture and the problematics of the artform as seen through a postcolonial literary lens. She is interested in the implicit colonial metaphors within games, and how, more recently, gamers and indie companies have begun to use the same tools to question and dismantle these metaphors.
WORK EXPERIENCE:

The Career Ladders Project






Feb 2018-Present

Freelance Researcher/Copywriter

· Researched community college initiatives tackling redesign challenges, including equity-minded classrooms, closing the achievement gap, combatting implicit bias, improving school-to-career path for culturally marginalized students
· Conducted interviews with equity and acceleration pioneers across California community colleges
· Wrote stories highlighting Guided Pathways initiatives, including mapping programs and meta-majors; integrating student support and voices in Guided Pathways redesign; and better using data in reform efforts
· Designed Integrated Student Support workbook for use by California community colleges
City College of San Francisco






Sep 2013-Present

English Instructor/Graphics Specialist/ RiSE First Year Experience Coordinator
· Wrote the course outline and syllabus for English 62, “Videogames and Literature,” offered for the first time in fall 2022
· Taught English literature, postcolonial literature, science fiction, women’s studies, creative writing, and rhetoric: developed syllabi; planned lessons; devised and wrote curriculum materials; graded papers, quizzes, and homework; wrote letters of recommendation; workshopped transfer packets; fostered students’ commitment to lifelong learning

· Spearheaded the collaborative English Community of Practice (E-CoP), a CCSF program to pool teaching resources, support new incoming faculty, and provide equity training; created group work and literature, scheduled events, created promotional materials, planned events
· Designed promotional materials such as logos, posters, booklets, bookmarks, and flyers for the CCSF English Department to advocate our new accelerated pedagogy, and endorse courses cross-listed with other departments such as the Women’s Studies and LGBT Studies departments

· Coordinated solution-seeking taskforce to improve student onboarding and First Year Experience
McKinsey & Company, San Francisco, CA/Dubai, U.A.E.



2004-2007

Copywriting/Graphics Specialist/Admin
· Assisted with the design and development of the McKinsey West Coast Intranet

· Created signage and internal event branding for Partner events

· Developed client presentations, annual reports, promotional materials, branding and ID packages for events
· In San Francisco office, coordinated marketing events and materials for multiple McKinsey Directors working in the banking and tech sectors; planned Firm and client events

· In Dubai, U.A.E. office, coordinated marketing and team-building events for McKinsey Middle East Director; assisted with speechwriting; assisted with scheduling and coordination
Saramanda Designs, San Francisco, CA 




 
2001-2010

President/Creative Director

· Founded company; sourced vendors; recruited clients through web presence, advertising, and word-of-mouth. In first year profits rose from zero to $68,000

· Wrote ad copy and corporate literature; designed and produced advertisements, identity packages and catalogues for clients such as 365 Incorporated and Spineless Books

· Designed and hand-coded website www.saramanda.net as well as for clients such as B612 Productions, Form + Function Fitness, and Paul Terry and Associates

· Designed custom wedding invitations, save-the-dates, and other print and web wedding materials, including custom printing, die-cutting and hand letter-press

OTHER:

Other Experience: Art Director, E2 Media (2000-2004); President, Founder, Women’s Sportswear Designer, Satyricon LLC (1997-2001); Operations Manager of Fashion House Kishori, Inc. (1994-1997)

SHORT FICTION & POETRY PUBLICATIONS:
Reed Magazine: short story, “Escape Artist” (spring 2020)
Green Hills Literary: “White China” (summer 2019)
Hypertrophic Press: “The House of Rumor” (fall 2018)
Saranac Review: “A Succession of Nightingales” (fall 2018)
Ghost Town: short story, “Flight,” (summer 2018)

The Alembic: short story, “The Hour of Lead” (Feb 2017)
Border Crossing: short story, “The Earth Falls to the Apple” (Dec 2016); Pushcart Nominated
Oxford Magazine: short story, “Per Second Per Second” (Feb 2016)
Superstition Review: short story, “Axiom of the Empty Set” (May 2015)

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS:
Interpretations, “The Womb of Nature; Perhaps Her Grave” (spring 2022)
Interpretations: “The Deadly Space Between” (spring 2022)
PRESENTATIONS:
· NeMLA 2023 SUNY Buffalo






Mar 2023
“Playing Human: Psychological and Sociological Transhumanism in Videogames”

· PAMLA 2022 UCLA







Nov 2022
“Ludic Manifest Destiny: Colonial Metaphors and Postcolonial Resistance in 
Videogame Spaces”

· Strengthening Student Success Conference (SSSC2020)



Oct 2020
“Integrated Student Support in a Guided Pathways College”

· CAP Acceleration Across California Conference




Feb 2019
“We are the Ones We’ve Been Waiting For”

· E-CoP 2017 & 2019: Equity, Data Interpretation, AB705 Preparedness

2017/2019
Designed/Moderated 3 all-day Professional Development Workshops Each Summer
· CCSF Professional Development Workshop




Feb 2018
“Crossing the Border: Translation in the Multilingual Classroom”
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